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USGS Stream flow departure from normal
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Current drought impacts

• Some small grains & forage were unable to be planted in the late fall due 
to drought conditions

• Potential for serious hay shortages later this winter, which would affect 
livestock

• SE droughts tend to hibernate during the winter 



La Nina Influence on Drought
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La Nina conditions

• La Nina advisory with slight La Nina conditions present across equatorial Pacific.  

• Equatorial atmosphere still behaving in a La Nina fashion

• A transition to ENSO neutral conditions are expected  over next 1.5 months (NOAA CPC)



7day precipitation
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8-14 day precipitation
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Outlook for remainder of winter
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Concluding Statements

• SE droughts tend to hibernate during the winter 

• They “wake up” in the spring/summer if there is not sufficient 
groundwater recharge during the cool season. Specifically this 
would affect water resources and not rain fed agriculture.

• Need “above average precipitation” to “kill” the hydrological 
drought that is currently present across North GA and AL

• Spring wildfire occurrence and agricultural drought will depend 
very much on how much rain we get in the late winter and spring. 
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